Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Henry  Kirke  Bush-Brown 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


^7 1       O  n,lfl      ntc;      /->j7^/->n 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuesxblinc 


^33 


, 


\7;ro^  ^ 


\rmstrong  Roberts) 


'Twas  he  who  bade  the  raging  tempest  cease, 
Wrenched  from  his  harp  the  harmony  of  peace, 
Muted  the  >trings  that  made  the  discord — Wrong, 
And  gave  his  spirit  up  in  thunderous  song. 

— Paul  Laurence  Dunbar. 
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Lincoln's  Rebuke  of 
SPITEFULNESS 

by  Vincent  Edwards 
Sketch  by  Fred  Hogg 


ONE  of  the  most  memorable  stor- 
ies that  has  come  to  light  about 
Abraham  Lincoln  proves  how- 
lacking  he  was  in  bitter  feeling  toward 
the  South  and  its  leaders  even  at  a  time 
when  war  passions  were  at  their  height. 
The  story  has  been  handed  down  by  a 
survivor  of  a  Union  volunteer  company 
that  was  known  as  the  Berdan  Sharp- 
shooters. 

In  1861,  when  this  company  was  sta- 
tioned at  Alexandria  just  before  going 
to  the  front,  it  was  the  President's  custom 
to  come  over  from  Washington  to  watch 
target  practice.  Sometimes  Lincoln  fired 
a  few  rounds  himself,  and  when  he  did 
everyone  present  discovered  that  he  was 
an  excellent  shot. 

There  came  a  day  when  the  range  in- 
structor sprang  a  surprise  for  the  dis- 
tinguished visitor.  Between  the  Presi- 
dent's visits,  the  instructor  had  had  a 
special  target  made.  It  represented  a  man 
in  civilian  attire  and  was  labeled  in  huge 
letters:  JEFF  DAVIS.  The  orders  were 
that  this  target  was  to  be  run  up  the 
minute  the  President  took  his  place  at 
the  range. 

Those  present  when  Mr.  Lincoln  ar- 
rived never  forgot  what  happened.  The 
voung  volunteer  who  told  about  it  after- 
ward was  one  of  those  on  the  firing  line, 
so  he  had  a  close  view  of  the  whole  inci- 
dent. 

The  President  stepped  up  as  usual,  se- 
lected his  rifle,  and  then,  smiling  a  little 


as  he  examined  it,  let  it  be  known  that 
he  was  ready  to  fire. 

Instantly  the  target  was  run  up. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  his  rifle  half  raised. 

"We  want  to  see  you  take  a  crack  at 
that,  Mr.  President,"  the  instructor  spoke 
up. 

The  President  looked  straight  at  the 
new  target.  For  answer  he  lowered  his 
rifle  and  turned  toward  the  instructor. 

Never  as  long  as  he  lived  did  the  young 
volunteer  who  was  watching  forget  the 
look  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  face. 

The  President  did  not  say  a  single 
word  in  reply.  He  simply  looked  the  in- 
structor full  in  the  face  with  an  expres- 
sion of  surprise,  of  disappointment,  and, 
more  than  all  else,  of  sorrow. 

Then  he  laid  down  the  rifle,  slowly 
and  quietly,  and  went  a  little  way  off 
from  the  men.  There,  with  folded  arms 
and  bowed  head,  he  walked  silently  up 
and  down,  keeping  to  himself  for  per- 
haps as  long  as  twenty  minutes. 

Finally,  he  returned  to  the  firing  range. 
By  this  time  the  instructor's  special  tar- 
get had  been  hastily  removed.  When  the 
regular  target  was  raised  the  President 
fired  several  shots  at  it,  just  as  he  had 
done  on  previous  visits. 

Every  soldier  present  observed  how  si- 
lent Mr.  Lincoln  was  during  the  whole 
procedure.  Shortly  afterward  he  left, 
leaving  with  the  young  volunteer  who 
witnessed  the  incident  a  memory  so  vivid 
that   it   lasted    for  fiftv   vears  afterward. 
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'Lincoln's  Rebuke  of  Spitefulness,"  an  anecdote,  page  5 


Scene  of  President's  Memorial  Day  Address 


Scene  of  President  Coolidge's  Memorial  Day  address,  May  30,  in  Get- 
tysburg (Pa.)  National  cemetery :  Left,  Soldiers'  National  Monument,  mark- 
ing the  spot  over  which,  on  a  rough  wooden  platform,  President  Lincoln 
dedicated  tho  burial  ground  with  his  famous  Gettysburg  address  on  Nov. 
in,  1863.  President  Coolidge  win  speak  facing  this  monument.  Right,  above. 
is  the  Lincoln  Speech  Memorial  and  right,  below,  is  the  rostrum,  in  froni 
of  that  memorial,  from  which  Coolidge  "ill  speak. 
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ON  THIS  SPOT  .  .     marked  by    simple    memorial  .   ,  was 
delivered  the  now  famous  Gettysburg  Address 


Philip  D.   Oendreau,  y.   T, 


"HE  BEAUTIFUL  LINCOLN 
MEMORIAL  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Saturday,  February  12  marks 
the  129th  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  the  Great  Emancipator. 
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(this  side  ofcard  is  for  address] 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Lincoln  Gettysburg  Address  Memorial,  National  Cemetery, 
Bronze  bust  by  Henry  Bush-Brown,  completed 
January  2U,  1912. 

J.  Otto  Schweizer  did  the  Lincoln  figure  on  the 

Pennsylvania  Memorial  on  this  battlefield. 
This  statue  was  in  place  in  May,  1913. 


Smcerely  yours,  , 
Frederick  Tilberg,  v 


sident's  Memorial  Day  Address 


PICTURES  TO  THE  EDITORS 


GETTYSBURG'S  LINCOLN 


Sirs: 

After   a   recent    snowstorm,    Lincoln' 


unexpectedly  emerged  with  a  white  cap 

on  the  Great  Emancipator's  head,  and  a 
shawl  draped  around  his  shoulders. 
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statue  on   the   battlefield  at  Gettysburg        Gettysburg, 
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